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New Director for the Orion Center
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Prof. Menahem Kister, who holds appointments in the Hebrew University Departments of Bible and Talmud as well as in the Program for the Literature of the Second Temple, has been appointed the new Director of the Orion Center. Prof. Kister received his doctorate from the Hebrew University in 1994, and has held a tenured teaching post at HU since 1995. Prof. Kister is no stranger to the Center and its activities. He served on the Center’s Academic Committee from 2000–2005 and has been a frequent lecturer in Orion symposia and the Greenfield Scholars Seminars, as well as a contributor to Orion volumes. 

Prof. Kister’s research interests include the Dead Sea Scrolls; biblical interpretation in the Scrolls and other Second Temple period Jewish texts, early Christianity, and rabbinic Judaism; the development of wisdom traditions in Second Temple literature; theological conceptions in Second Temple and rabbinic literature; the significance of the Qumran scrolls for the emergence of rabbinic halakhah; the vocabulary of the Dead Sea texts. Many of his studies deal with the literature of the Second Temple period, and especially with the Dead Sea Scrolls, in a wide context, as a key for understanding and explaining aspects of rabbinic Judaism and early Christianity. Since 1998, Prof. Kister has been a member of the editorial board of Dead Sea Discoveries. Most recently, he edited a significant two-volume collection of essays in Hebrew, The Qumran Scrolls and Their World, which features new scholarly contributions on a wide range of current issues in Qumran studies. At the end of the last academic year (2009), he received from the Hebrew University the President’s Prize for Outstanding Researcher.
The Center is pleased to welcome Prof. Kister into his new role. We look forward to working with him as we move into the new year.
February, 2010
The Rabin World Center of Jewish Studies, Room 3102  

המרכז העולמי למדעי היהדות ע”ש רבין
Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 91905, Israel

E-mail msdss@mscc.huji.ac.il

Tel: 972-2-588-1966; Fax 972-2-588-3584

Web Site: http://orion.mscc.huji.ac.il

[image: image2.jpg]