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The Middle Assyrian Lunar Calendar and Chronology
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This lecture will point out the two major problems impeding the reconstruction of a precise chronology of the Assyrian kings in the 15th-12th centuries BCE (the Middle Assyrian period): the uncertain reading of the figure for the reign of Aššur-dān I in the Assyrian King List (36 or 46 years) and the question whether the Assyrian calendar years were purely lunar (with the average length of ca. 29.53 x 12 = 354.36 days) or luni-solar (with the average length approximately equal to that of the solar year, i.e., ca. 365.25 days). The latter problem is in fact tantamount to the question whether the intercalation of years through addition of a thirteenth month was practiced in the Middle Assyrian calendar. The lecture will argue, based on the Middle Assyrian letter DeZ 3320 from Dūr-Katlimmu, that the months of the Middle Assyrian calendar could rotate throughout the solar year cycle at least during the 13th-12th centuries BCE, which rules out the mechanism of the intercalation of years suggested for the Middle Assyrian calendar by Johannes Koch (although it still allows intercalation through the mechanism suggested earlier by Ernst Weidner). Furthermore, the lecture will argue that, given the rotation of the Assyrian months throughout the solar year cycle (whose periodicity is established by the difference of ca. 10.89 days between the length of the solar year and the average length of 12 lunar months), the calendrical information which can be gleaned from the letter DeZ 3320 fits the High Chronology of the Middle Assyrian period (assuming that Aššur-dān I had reigned 46 years) but not the Low Chronology of this period (assuming that Aššur-dān I had reigned 36 years).

(
Yigal Bloch is a doctoral student in the Department of Jewish History at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His areas of research interest include chronology of the Ancient Near East, northeastern Syria in the 13th-9th centuries BCE, history of Ancient Israel and history of the Hebrew language. Published articles include "The Order of Eponyms in the Reign of Shalmaneser I" in Ugarit-Forschungen 40 (2008) "The Prefixed Perfective and the Dating of Early Hebrew Poetry – A Re-evaluation", Vetus Testamentum (2009) and “Should Parallelistic Structure Be Used as Evidence for an Early Dating of Biblical Hebrew Poetry?” Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society 31 (2008)









Living the Lunar Calendar: 

Time, Text and Tradition
BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM JERUSALEM


