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Sunday in Mesopotamia
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Mesopotamian creation narratives teach that the Sun governs the day, the Moon governs the month, and the Stars govern the year, with the Moon the most important of the luminaries as Ancient Mesopotamians used a primarily lunar calendar for timekeeping in their everyday lives.  Yet, here and there a number of sources refer to a holiday of the Sun-god, Sumerian Utu = Akkadian Shamash, that was celebrated at annual intervals on the 20th Nisan.  This paper explores the evidence for these celebrations in literary and non-literary cuneiform texts, and attempts to place this holiday, “Sunday in Mesopotamia,” in a historical context that reaches down to our times.
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