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Between Crucifixion and Calendar Reform: 

Medieval Christian Views of the Jewish Calendar

Philipp Nothaft

Munich
The moon would play a negligible role in Christian liturgy and religious life, if it was not for the fact that Jesus is reported by the Evangelists to have been crucified at the time of Passover, a feast connected to the first full moon in spring. Christian desire to celebrate the anniversary of this event at the appropriate time of the year gave rise to an ecclesiastical lunisolar calendar, whose precise relationship to the Jewish calendar became a matter of debate among Christian scholars from an early stage onward. This paper will sketch the outlines of this discussion, covering Christian views of the Jewish calendar during the Late Antiquity and Medieval periods, as they appear in the works of Bede, Reinher of Paderborn, Roger Bacon, Paul of Burgos and others. Special focus will be given to Christian perceptions of the ecclesiastical calendar as an implementation of Mosaic Law as well as the “discovery” of the Jewish molad-calendar in the later Middle Ages. The latter, it will be argued, gained special importance to Christian scholars for its applicability in two particular contexts: the reform of the ecclesiastical calendar and the chronological quest for the historical date of Christ’s crucifixion.
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