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What to do on the 30th?
A Neoplatonic interpretation of Hesiods Works and Days 765-8

Patrizia Marzillo

Ludwig-Maximilians Universität, München
Hesiod’s Works and Days represent the most ancient comprehensive rural calendar in Greek language. Through signs taken from the nature and, above all, from the observation of the movements of sun and moon, Hesiod explained to many generations of Greeks when it was time to sow, to reap, to devote oneself to sailing or to other occupations. In the last day of the month, Hesiod vv. 765-8 recommends rest, to check the work done in the previous month and to plan the work to do in the next month.
In analyzing Proclus' interpretation of these verses,(frr. CCLX and CCLXI Marzillo) and other related texts from Proclus' commentary to Hesiod, I aim to point out why, in the eyes of a Neoplatonist, the specific activities Hesiod mentions have to be done exactly on the 30th. In addition, I will address why some living-beings are affected by the moon and others by the sun.
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