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Schematizing the Lunar Calendar: 

Time Reckoning in the Dead Sea Scrolls
Jonathan Ben-Dov

University of Haifa

The covenantal community which produced and collected what we call "the Dead Sea Scrolls" developed a special calendar, based on a year of 364 days. Created in apocalyptic circles before the scrolls were written, this special calendar was adopted by the scrolls community and adapted to fit its needs. The most remarkable aspect of this calendar system is its numeric simplicity and harmony, with the number 364 neatly divided into units of 4, 13, and especially weeks of seven days. The sectarian calendar is not a solar calendar but rather a schematic-heptadic one. The development of this calendar tradition at Qumran disconnected the system from its observational origins, instead giving more force to the numerical dimensions of time reckoning. New elements, like the counting of lunar phases, the temple service and other semi-astronomical phenomena were added to the matrix. Various aspects of calendar and time-reckoning in the scrolls will be explained according to this line of argument.
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His book, Head of All Year. Astronomy and Calendars at Qumran in their Ancient Context appeared in 2008. He is currently working on a new commentary on the "Astronomical Book", an ancient Jewish astronomical treatise which is now contained in the Book of 1 Enoch, transmitted in the ancient Ethiopic language of Geez.
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