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The Pueblo Peoples of the American Southwest historically scheduled their agricultural life by careful observation of the sun on the horizons to organize a planting calendar. The complementary ceremonial dances and ritual offerings were then set by lunar phases, especially full moons. Today's Pueblos are successors to a more complex society, centered in Chaco Canyon, New Mexico, that governed a vast regional system characterized by roads, great houses, and economic exchange. Periodic festivals drew pilgrims into the canyon from as far as two hundred miles away. Foreknowledge of full moons was essential, and evidence from building orientations, rock art, and isolated shrines suggest that major lunar standstills, occurring in 18.6 year cycles, were an important factor in arranging pilgrimage. Over the past 20 years the author and other researchers have been documenting lunar standstill observatories. These indicate that the moon had a profound role in Ancestral Pueblo ceremonial planning until the abandonment of the region, ca. 1300 CE.
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Mr. Walton has been an enthusiastic amateur researcher of archaeoastronomy for many years. His initial interest started with the Mesoamerican Archive and Research Project, with which he has been associated for many years. He has given lectures on ancient astronomy in a variety of forums. He is currently working on several articles on Southwestern archaeoastronomy, and also a book, “An Interpretive Guide to the Maya Calendar”, which hopefully will be completed before Dec. 21st, 2012. 
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