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There is a good deal of evidence that the moon was worshipped as a deity in and around the Levant in the second and first millennia BCE.  While scholars argue to what extent these ideas pervaded Israelite tradition and whether they were adopted from Mesopotamia or Canaan, there is no doubt that the Bible records Israelite moon worship.  In fact, the deuteronomistic history is replete with condemnations of and threats for worshipping the moon, sun and stars.  In addition to explicit denunciation of moon worship, some biblical collections, most notably the Prophets and Psalms, offer more indirect polemics against this practice.  In this paper, we explore and categorize the variety of ways in which the Bible argues against the ancient Near Eastern notion that the moon is a power worthy of worship.  We observe three basic styles of argument: 1) stripping the moon of its unique powers to help man 2) ascribing to Yahweh the moon’s singular qualities, and 3) depicting the moon as animated and powerful, but subservient to Yahweh the Warrior-King.  We point out that these same tactics are used to combat the worship of Canaanite deities and hence suggest a Canaanite origin for Israelite astral worship.
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