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The Harmonisation of the Lunar Year with the Julian Calendar 

by Anatolius, Bishop of Laodicea, obit ca. 282 CE
Daniel P McCarthy

Trinity College, Dublin

The discovery in 1985 by Dáibhí Ó Cróinín in the MS Padua Bibl. Antoniana I.27 of a copy of the 84-year Paschal table followed by the early Insular Christian churches has revealed that the tract De ratione paschali, long dismissed as an Insular 'forgery', is in fact a genuine Latin translation of the Paschal tract of Anatolius, Bishop of Laodicea. This revelation in turn demonstrated that Eusebius of Caesarea, in his Ecclesiastical History vii, 32.13-19, had significantly distorted his citation of Anatolius' tract. In his Paschal tract Anatolius carefully synchronized his full and hollow months with the Julian 31-day and 30-day months respectively, and thereby ensured that the lunar ages on the kalends of each Julian month from March to the following February followed a linear series. This unique arrangement confers linear properties on a number of other lunar calendar parameters, and consequently simplifies their computation. For example, the computation of lunar age on any day of the month depends linearly upon the month number. Similarly, the placing of the embolismic month depends linearly upon the age of the moon on the kalends of January, otherwise known as the epact. This history and these properties will be addressed.
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